January 2022—Happy New Year!
Why Culture Clashes with God over
the Sacredness of Human Life
The man behind the podium addressed the group with a fairly personal
question. “How many of you were 'unplanned' as far as your parents were
concerned?” A number of hands shot up, illustrating the speaker’s point.
Whether or not a woman or a couple plans on a particular baby arriving at a
particular time has no bearing on whether that person is supposed to be
here. This issue is theological at heart.

God refers to Himself by various names in Scripture, and each of His names
reveals something of His character and attributes. One of the names of God
which carries great significance for the pro-life cause is mentioned three times
in the book of Revelation, including Revelation 22:13: “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”
Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End. God tells us something important about Himself here—something which directly concerns us and our
choices.
The Bible is the story of God, and He is the Author of all of our stories. He decides when our lives should begin. He decides when it’s time for the
last chapter to wrap up.
Paradoxically, our sovereign God has given us free will—a mysterious tension of faith. This means we can choose to abort babies, eliminate the
“undesirable,” and euthanize the terminally ill. In other words, it’s possible for us, out of selfishness, to drastically alter the stories God is
writing.

When we play editor in this way, we violate the will of God. We devalue what He cherishes. We anger Him and break His heart (Jeremiah 7:31;
Ezekiel 16:21). We also wreak horrific collateral damage with the ripple effect of our sinful choices.
It’s quite strange, really, that society would argue with God about the value of human beings. We’re like rebellious children, stamping our feet
and shouting at our Father, “I’m not special because YOU say I’m special—I’m special because I say I am! You’re not the boss of me!”
Our society argues with God about human value and our purpose in multiple ways. Culture says humans are an accident of evolution; God says
we are His specially-created image-bearers (Genesis 1:26-27).
Culture says the earth and the animals would be better off without humans; God says we are His representatives, placed here to tend creation
for Him (Genesis 1:28-31).

Inside this Issue…..

Culture says we’re just a higher form of animal; God says we are created just below Him—above, and
distinct from, the animals (Psalm 8:5).
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Culture says man is the measure of all things, therefore humans decide their own worth; God says we
have worth and dignity because, as His image-bearers, we are the crown of His creation (Psalm 8:5).
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Culture says children are a burden; God says they are a blessing (Psalm 127:3; Psalm 128:3).
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Culture says the preborn are disposable; God says He forms each person in the womb and writes
their story—and He even knows us before we are conceived (Psalm 139:13-16; Jeremiah 1:5).

Culture says we’ve damaged this planet beyond repair; God says that, as the Alpha and Omega, He
will renew the earth one day (Revelation 21:5-6).

(continued on page 2)

Culture says we should help people die once they become an inconvenience; God says our times are in His hands (Psalm 31:15).

Culture says we have to make choices we were never designed to make (like sacrificing our unborn children); God says that for us to make such
choices never even entered His mind (Jeremiah 7:31).
In these ways and more, our society denies that human value is intricately linked to being created in God’s image.
Our issue with God goes back to the beginning, when we bought the lie that He was somehow holding out on us and therefore we should take
matters into our own hands (see Genesis 3).
Here’s how I put it in Unleashing Your Courageous Compassion: 40 Reflections on Rescuing the Unborn:
“Every time a baby is aborted, another human being has decided that God can’t be trusted. A destiny is denied and a life taken because,
fundamentally, a mother doesn’t believe God will take care of her and her baby. She can’t see past her circumstances to a trustworthy heavenly
Father.”

Yet God, the Alpha and Omega, sees and knows and loves every image-bearer, whether born or unborn. He orchestrates our beginnings—and we
have no business erasing a human story.
I often read the following verse by imagining it as the prayerful plea of a preborn person:
“My times are in your hands; deliver me from the hands of my enemies, from those who pursue me.” –Psalm 31:15
We cannot simultaneously claim to worship God, the “Alpha,” while allowing babies to be destroyed in the womb. We cannot claim to worship
Him as “Omega” while allowing our elderly or disabled neighbors to be intentionally killed.

Susanne Maynes
Susanne Maynes is an author, speaker, and biblical counselor who served at a pregnancy help center for ten years. She
blogs about church and culture, spiritual growth, and Christian parenting at SusanneMaynes.com. Her educational
devotional, Unleashing Your Courageous Compassion: 40 Reflections on Rescuing the Unborn, uplifts and strengthens the
pregnancy help community. Susanne is currently pursuing a Master of Theological Studies degree at Regent University.
Website: www.susannemaynes.com

Brenda’s 15th Annual Girlfriend Brunch

Pictured left:
Abby Johnson,
Amanda Hewitt
Brenda Swinney is a long-standing pro-life advocate. Thank you Brenda
for your unending commitment in saving the unborn!
This year at Brenda’s brunch, her special speaker was Abby Johnson.
Abby previously worked at Planned Parenthood, but now works
“To Save Lives”. Visit her website at https://abbyj.com/.
During Abby’s speech, she asked Amanda Hewitt, Director of Operations
for BPRC, to come up and share with the group of ladies what BPRC is all
about and how they could support BPRC.

Pictured upper right:
Brenda Swinney
Pictured lower right:
Amanda Hewitt,
Judith Purdy (BPRC
volunteer)
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Ascension Catholic Church— Angel Tree for BPRC
Over the Christmas season, the parishioners
of Ascension Catholic Church dedicated their
Angel Tree to Bastrop Pregnancy Resource
Center. As you can see below, they were
incredibly generous.
These gifts will bless so many families in the
coming weeks.
It’s so wonderful to be able to give our clients
brand new items for their children.
Ascension Church and the Ascension Knights
of Columbus have supported BPRC for many
years. Thank you so much!

Lists of Gifts Given

Pacifiers (11)
Blankets (3)
Bibs (7)
Hats and Gloves (6)
Bassinet (1)
Inflatable Bed (1)
Miscellaneous Items (29)
Strollers (5)
Bathtubs (7)
Cash ($120)
THANK YOU for these many blessings! All
of us at BPRC were truly overwhelmed by
the amount of gifts that kept pouring in.

Outfits—Sleepers, Onesies, etc. (403)
Boxes of diapers—All Sizes (72)
Swings (5)
Booster Seats (2)
Car Seats (6)
Food Items—Jars, Cereal, Snacks, etc. (280)
Gift Cards (13)
Boxes of Wipes (13)
Rocking Chair (1)
High Chair (1)
Packs of Socks (31)
Shampoo, Lotions, and Bath Wash (13)

R e d e e m e d Tr e a s u r e

A thrift store that gives back!
Redeemed Treasure is not just any thrift store. They are a store for the community.
They offer high quality resale items at affordable prices and use the proceeds from
their sales to go back into helping our community. Ten percent of all profits go to a
different local non-profit every month. For the month of January, Redeemed Treasure
has chosen BPRC for this blessing! Please go by and check them out. They have great
items at a low price. They are located in Bastrop, in the Rundell Business Park at 704
Hwy 71 W, Suite B-400. Their hours are 9am—2pm every Friday and Saturday.
Redeemed Treasure is owned and operated by Bastrop Hope House, a local non-profit
recovery program that exists to share the love and hope of Jesus Christ with women
struggling with addiction. Go to their website, http://www.hopehousebastrop.org/, to
learn more. The thrift store is both a vocational program for their residents, as well as
a resource to keep their doors open.

Thank You Bastrop Hope House and Redeemed Treasure
for Blessing so many in this community!
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2021 Lost Pines
Christmas
Lighted Parade

Jerry Ritchie, BPRC Board President and
Amanda Hewitt, BPRC Director of Operations

BPRC participated in the Lost Pines Christmas Light Parade this year thanks to the Knights of Columbus—Ascension
Council 14943, who provided a trailer and assisted in the creation of our float. A Christmas tree made of diaper boxes
was created. We received many compliments and also brought to the attention of all in attendance that we are here
and eager to serve those who could benefit from our services.

2022
6th Annual
“Golf for Life”
Tournament

Save the Date!
Friday, September 23
It’s been booked! Our 2022 6th Annual “Golf for Life” Tournament has been
scheduled for Friday, September 23. We are already making plans for a fun and
exciting event.

Thank you to all who sponsor and attend our tournament each year!
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Thank You!
It’s hard to believe another year
has gone by!
During BPRC’s 3rd quarter, we
had a total of 73 client visits.
During the 4th quarter, we had a
total of 165 client visits. We
more than doubled the number
of clients we served.

Looking for Corporate Sponsors
Below is a screenshot of our BPRC Corporate Sponsors page on our website, https://
www.bastropprc.org/bprc-corporate-sponsors. It’s new! As a business, you can
sponsor BPRC and receive a spot on our bookshelf, plus your business name will
stay there throughout 2022. Your sponsorship will help us to keep our doors open
so that we can continue to provide free services that include pregnancy tests,
material items, and educational classes.

The Texas Heartbeat Act went
into effect on September 01,
2021. Under the law, abortions
are effectively banned after a
fetal heartbeat is detected,
which usually occurs around six
weeks gestation before many
women even know they’re
pregnant. The only exception to
the Texas Heartbeat Act are
abortions performed due to a
medical emergency that
endangers the life of the
mother.
We believe our numbers have
increased in part due to the
Texas Heartbeat Act. Praise
God!
We all just want to give a
heartfelt thank you to all who
have supported BPRC this past
year: the churches, individuals,
businesses, and grantors.
We would not be here without
your support!
May God bless you all and keep
you safe in this new year.
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Did you know…..
Texas and many other states have the “Baby
Moses Law” also called “Safe Haven” law.
Former Governor, George W. Bush signed
the country’s first Baby Moses legislation
into law on June 3, 1999.
Under the Baby Moses Law in Texas, parents are allowed to
surrender their babies younger than 60 days at a hospital, fire
station, free-standing emergency center, or EMS station.
No questions asked.
No police.
No prosecution.
This law was established to address newborns being abandoned in
perilous places. The mission of the project is to publicize a
confidential, and safe alternative to newborn abandonment.
You may go to https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/
Child_Safety/Resources/baby_moses.asp to learn more.

Email:

admin@bastropprc.org

Phone:

512-409-3400

Website:

bastropprc.org

Office Hrs: 8—5 Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday
1—7 Tuesday
Client Hrs: 9—12 Monday
3—7 Tuesday
9—12 Wednesday, Thursday

Client Visit Statistics
2021, 4th Quarter
165

Client Visits

105 Individual Classes Taken
22

Pregnancy Tests Given

81

Visits to the Boutique

703

Boutique Items Given

Bastrop Pregnancy Resource Center
2007 N Main Street
P O Box 2192
Bastrop, TX 78602

Thank You!
BPRC is seeking a Director of Development
and an Administrative Assistant. If you
would like to know more, please visit our
website.
https://www.bastropprc.org/job-posting

Fox Realty
Georgetown
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